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MATERIALS HANDLING ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Held at: Brownsover Hall Hotel, Brownsover Lane, Brownsover, Rugby CV21 1HU 

 
Wednesday 17th October 2012 at 1.30pm 

   
 

  
Present:  Paul Bancroft (President)  Joy Global 

Mike Redmond (Vice President) Bosch Rexroth Ltd 
Robin Kiddie    Kingfisher Industrial Ltd 
Adrian Lynes    Habasit Rossi Ltd 
Bob Cooksey    Habasit Rossi Ltd 
Ciara Seydak    Radicon Ltd 
Paul Bintcliffe    Radicon Ltd 
Michael Kaye    Flexco Ltd 
Rhys Marshall    Flexco Ltd 
Ian Steer    Siemens Mechanical Drives Ltd 
Mark Fassenfelt   Bonfiglioli Ltd 
Steve Lovatt    Bonfiglioli Ltd 
Peter Cobham    Greenbank Group Ltd 
Richard Seargent   Greenbank Group Ltd 
Roy Ball    Rulmeca Ltd 
Robert Wilson    Rulmeca Ltd 
Ian Atkinson    Geo Robson Conveyors Ltd 
Paul Markwell    Schenck Process Ltd 
David Patterson   Hosch GB Ltd 
Declan Barry    ATEX Explosion Hazards Ltd  
Stuart Metcalfe   Schenck Process Ltd 
John Holland     Rema Tip-Top Ltd 

 
 
In Attendance: Peter Webster    MHEA Secretary 
    
Apologies:  Joe Kirk    Hansen Transmissions Ltd 

Brian Mackenzie   Materials Handling Products Ltd 
   Steve Farmer    Specialist Belting Supplies Ltd 

Linda White    Fairport Engineering Ltd 
 
 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION: 
 

The President welcomed everyone to the meeting and the Secretary gave apologies as 
above. 
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2. MINUTES OF THE 2011 AGM: 
 

The Minutes of the AGM held on Tuesday 11th October 2011 at Forest Pines Hotel & Golf 
Resort, Ermine Street, Broughton, were proposed for acceptance by Mike Redmond (Bosch 
Rexroth) and seconded by Robin Kiddie (Kingfisher Industrial).  These were then approved 
and signed by the President. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING: 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

4. FINANCE 
 

The Secretary presented the MHEA accounts for the year ended 30th June 2012.  He was 
open for any questions and any that couldn’t be answered would be answered with a written 
reply by the Accountant, Andrew Borland. 
 
It has been another strong year for MHEA as shown in the Secretary’s Report.  The surplus 
for the year was £32,481 and the surplus carried over is now £83,649 so the Association is in 
an extremely strong financial position and the Secretary believes the Executive Committee 
will have plans to utilise these funds for the benefit of the members (details to follow).   
 
Acceptance of the MHEA Accounts was proposed by David Patterson (Hosch GB Ltd) and 
seconded by Mike Redmond (Bosch Rexroth Ltd).  All Corporate Members present accepted 
the accounts as presented; the accounts were then signed by the President and Secretary 

 
5.   PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
I would like to thank the Secretary for all his hard work and to thank my fellow executive 
committee for the support and guidance they have given me during the course of the year.  
 
I feel this has been one of the toughest years in business.  I have been in business for about 
37 years and I can’t remember a more difficult trading year in the materials handling sector.  
In the past year I think we have seen sensitivity in world markets that I can’t remember ever 
experiencing before.  It is amazingly difficult to do business in our sector at the moment.  We 
are seeing diminishing commodity prices and that affects capital expenditure programmes, 
which in turn affects being able to supply new equipment for new prospects as people try and 
make do with what they are doing.  I have seen very little growth this year and with the 
reduction in commodity prices there will be little growth for a few years to come.  I feel 
business for the last 12 months and for the foreseeable future as being classed as very 
opportunistic.  If you see it and you can win it, then go and get it.  Although there is a 
downside to this and as a collective group of suppliers we have to be mindful of the fact that 
we have accelerated into a very commercial world today.  I seem to spend more time looking 
at terms and conditions of contracts and talking to lawyers in our organisation than I do 
talking to customers.  I think the legal issues should not be overlooked.  I think as we look for 
new work and new opportunities we should make sure we substantiate and put forward your 
own organisation’s terms and conditions that you are comfortable with rather than accepting 
your client’s terms and conditions as this can be somewhat dangerous.  We are also involved 
in lots of acquisition situations and as businesses get tight, there also becomes an 
opportunity for a bigger company to come and buy you.  With our customers alone we have 
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seen quite a lot of acquisitions.  In my organisation we have global agreements with four or 
five of the major mining organisations in the world and have agreed sets of terms and 
conditions and it’s still proving difficult to supply equipment.  We live in a world where our 
business has become lean and mean and we have all tightened up on costs and margins and 
I don’t think it is going to improve.  Is this an opportunity for the MHEA?  I think it is.  I think 
you can always make a good thing out of a bad scenario.  When I took this role, one of the 
prime tasks I set myself was to try and give something back to the membership in respect of 
recognising that we are a group of suppliers that have come together to form an association.  
Sometimes we compete, and sometimes we harmonise, all part of the networking 
opportunities of MHEA.  I do think that by trying to get a better focus, which is my 
predominant objective for the next year, I will work tirelessly to give the MHEA some creative 
profile presence, not only in this country but in the wider field.  I think Peter will talk about 
what we are going to do in respect of promoting who we are and how we do it.  I think this is 
something we can work on together for the benefits of the membership. 
 
I would just like to say again, I am extremely happy with the support I get from the Executive 
Committee and in particular Peter.  I am always available if anybody thinks there is anything I 
can do to try and assist. 
 
Paul Bancroft 
President, MHEA  
 
 

6.  SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

Introduction 
 

The past year has once again been a tough year with continued uncertainty in Europe and a 
slowdown in other world markets. Through this your association has managed to strengthen 
further its financial position and see an overall increase in membership. It has been an 
honour for me to hold the position of Secretary of MHEA and I firmly believe the association 
has a great future representing the heavy end of the bulk materials handling industry. 

 
Membership 

 
We currently have a total of 45 members, 40 corporate members, 2 end users and 3 
Individual, a nett gain of 4 corporate members from last year. As I reported last year some 
member companies have gone through a re-organisation which has resulted in a change in 
their corporate membership, one of these being Stock Redler who are now represented by 
the Schenck Process Group. New members during the year included Terex Finley, Habasit 
Rossi Ltd, ATEX Explosion Hazards Ltd, Canning Conveyor Ltd and most recent new 
members Fike UK. 

 
Finances 

 
I am pleased to report another very successful year for the MHEA, the nett surplus for the 
year being £32,481, retained earnings stand at £83,649. Income from membership has 
increased and the conference again produced a healthy profit, in addition book sales held up 
well, other costs have been kept under control.  
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Secretarial Assistant 
 

At the Executive Committee meeting held in August I advised that the amount of daily 
administration work (particularly at conference time) had grown considerably and I was 
spending a large amount of time on basic admin, in order to keep the administration up to 
date and to give me more time to spend on growing the association I requested the 
committee to consider allowing me to engage a part time person. I am pleased to advise that 
the Committee agreed the proposal and I have engaged a part time person to assist in the 
association’s administration.  

 
MHEA Matters 

 
We launched a new and revitalised MHEA Matters Newsletter in the summer using the 
professional services of a design company and copy writer, I believe the new format with 
clean lines and high impact has been well received. Future editions are already planned and 
I hope member companies will provide stories and sponsorship; I will be in contact soon 
regarding this. 

 
Web Site 

 
I am pleased to report that the Executive Committee has approved an overhaul to the 
existing web site, whilst the existing site is a vast improvement on previous editions it is still 
lacking in some key areas. I have been in consultation with web designers and will 
implement the upgrade during the forthcoming year. 

 
Bulk2012 

 
Following the success of the previous conference we decided to return to Forest Pines for 
Bulk2012. The event proved extremely popular with an increase in delegate numbers and a 
large increase in Exhibitors. The conference programme was again both educational and 
informative about what is happening in our industry and the networking opportunity proved 
extremely popular. The increase in the number of exhibitors was extremely encouraging and 
an aspect of the conference we shall look to build on in future years 

 
We again held a Golf Tournament on the Friday, this year won by Malcolm Sharpley from 
Fairport. 

 
Site Visits 

 
These prove extremely popular, at the last AGM we visited Singleton Birch and in April we 
went to Kellingley Colliery, both being extremely popular with the membership attracting a 
good turnout.  

 
Finally I would like to take the opportunity of thanking President Paul Bancroft and Executive 
Committee Members for their continued support through the year. 

 
 

Peter H Webster 
Secretary - MHEA 
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With a break from tradition, the President asked if there was any feedback from the 
Committee after his and the Secretary’s Report.  There was a question from the floor asking 
where the Bulk Conference 2013 was to be held?  The Secretary informed the meeting that 
Forest Pines has been booked and would follow the same format as this year but we will 
focus on the exhibition part of it with a different layout.  To try and move the conference and 
build it into something bigger is too much of a risk at this time.  The President said the 
committee have talked about going slightly bigger with the exhibition content and the location 
at Forest Pines doesn’t lend itself to that. The point was also made that currently in the UK 
there is not a Materials Handling Exhibition of any repute in any given year, so our conference 
offering does give the opportunity to try to combine the two and maximise the event.  
Because of this it was decided that 2013 was too soon to change the venue but it is 
something we need to think about for 2014.  The conference is being held on 15th / 16th May 
2013.  The Secretary said there will be an official call for papers at the end of this year 
beginning of next, but if anyone has any ideas please let him know.  We have had some 
interest as we normally do but it is your opportunity as members of the Association to have 
priority before we start looking outside of the organisation.  The President said it doesn’t have 
to be a supplier issue it could be a client based issue that we could bring to the table and 
generate ideas around the business. 

 
 
7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

7.1 President 
 

   The Secretary stated that the only candidate eligible for re-election to the office of 
President of the Association was Paul Bancroft (Joy Global)    

 
   Proposed by Robin Kiddie (Kingfisher Industrial Ltd), Seconded by Michael Kaye 

(Flexco Ltd) following a unanimous vote from those present the Secretary declared 
Paul Bancroft to be elected as President of MHEA for a period of one further year.   

        
7.2  Vice President 

 
   The Secretary stated that there was only one nomination for the position of Vice 

President of the Association and that was Mike Redmond (Bosch Rexroth Ltd) 
   

   Proposed by Paul Bancroft (Joy Global), Seconded by David Patterson (Hosch GB 
Ltd) Mike Redmond was unanimously elected as Vice President of MHEA for a 
period of one further year.   

  
7.3  Past President 

 
   The Secretary stated that the only candidate eligible for election to the office of 

Past President of the Association was Brian Mackenzie (Materials Handling 
Products Ltd) Proposed by Michael Kaye (Flexco Ltd) and Seconded by Ian 
Atkinson (Geo Robson Conveyors) Brian Mackenzie was unanimously elected as 
Past President of MHEA for a period of one further year.    
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 7.4 Executive Committee Vacancy 
 
   There is one vacancy on the Executive Committee and the Secretary had 

circulated the Membership in accordance with the constitution.  There was one 
nomination for the position, Roy Ball (Rulmeca).  Nominated by Ian Atkinson (Geo 
Robson Conveyors) and Seconded by Paul Bancroft (Joy Global). Roy Ball was 
unanimously elected as an ordinary Executive Committee member to serve for a 
period of two years. 

 
 7.5 Ordinary Member of Executive Committee 
 
   To elect Simon Nadine (Siemens Mechanical Drive) for a period of two years. 

Proposed by Robin Kiddie (Kingfisher Industrial Ltd), Seconded by Mike Redmond 
(Bosch Rexroth Ltd).  Simon Nadin was unanimously elected as an ordinary 
Executive Committee member to serve for a period of two years. 

 
 7.6 Ordinary Member of Executive Committee 
 
   To elect Robin Kiddie (Kingfisher Industrial Ltd) for a period of two years. 

Proposed by Paul Bancroft (Joy Global), Seconded by David Patterson (Hosch GB 
Ltd) Robin Kiddie was unanimously elected as an ordinary Executive Committee 
member to serve for a period of two years. 

  
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
There being no other business the President thanked all those who attended and declared 
the meeting closed at 2pm. 


