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MATERIALS HANDLING ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Ardencote Manor Hotel 

The Cumsey, Lye Green Rd, Warwick CV35 8LT 
 

Friday 25th October 2013 at 3.30pm 
   
 

  
Present:  Paul Bancroft (President)  Joy Global 

Mike Redmond (Vice President) Bosch Rexroth Ltd 
Michael Kaye    Flexco Ltd 
Linda White    Fairport Engineering Ltd 
Roy Ball    Rulmeca Ltd 
David Patterson   Hosch GB Ltd 
Brian Mackenzie   Materials Handling Products Ltd 

   John Connolly    Kingfisher Industrial 
 
In Attendance: Peter Webster    MHEA Secretary 
   Christine Joyce   CJ Management 
 
Apologies:  Doug Skinner    Hansen Industrial Gearboxes Ltd 

Kevin Mannion   George Robson Conveyors Ltd 
Graham Leason   Tech-A 
Simon Nadin    Siemens Drives 
 

 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION: 
 

The President welcomed everyone to the meeting and the Secretary gave apologies as 
above. 

 
2. MINUTES OF THE 2012 AGM: 

 
The Minutes of the AGM held on Wednesday 17th October 2012 at Brownsover Hall Hotel, 
Brownsover Lane, Brownsover, Rugby were proposed for acceptance by Micheal Kaye 
(Flexco Ltd) and seconded by Mike Redmond (Bosch Rexroth).  These were then approved 
and signed by the President. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING: 
 

There were no matters arising. 
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4.  FINANCE 

 
The Secretary presented the MHEA accounts for the year ended 30th June 2013.  He was 
open for any questions and any that couldn’t be answered would be answered with a written 
reply by the Accountant, Andrew Borland. 
 
It has been another strong year for MHEA as shown in the Secretary’s Report.  The surplus 
for the year was £20,598 and the surplus carried over is now £103,977 so the Association is 
in an extremely strong financial position. It is planned to utilise the surplus to the benefit of the 
association’s membership.  
 
Acceptance of the MHEA Accounts was proposed by Roy Ball (Rulmeca Ltd) and seconded 
by Brian Mackenzie (Materials Handling Products Ltd)).  All Corporate Members present 
accepted the accounts as presented; the accounts were then signed by the President and 
Secretary 

 
5.   PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
My second year of Presidency has simply flown (both metaphorically and in my professional 
work life) and during that period I think it is fair to say that Business activity has become 
tougher / tighter in every respect with much continued sensitivity in World markets. 
 
Diminishing commodity prices are on-going. We have seen less project related prospects 
and in real terms (Mining) a decline of activity on last year by 38%.   
 
In general there is less opportunity. A more intensive competitor landscape coupled with a 
client lead focus on Commercialism leading to reduced Gross Margins imposing cost 
reduction initiatives to at best retain the low status quo.  
 
I am pleased to note that in light of such difficult circumstances the MHEA has maintained its 
Membership and I like to think grown in strength has a Trade Association.   
 
We have instigated a more dynamic strategy of openness, commitment and communication 
with our members and this was my personal commitment to you when I took office.  
 
I wanted the MHEA to be seen as a truly dominant Trade Association whereby you the 
members receive feedback and market networking opportunities to assist you in creating 
strategic difference and enhance your Business accordingly. 
 
I would like to thank each and every member of the Executive Committee for their wise 
counsel and staunch support and in particular Peter Webster for his administrative control 
and communication feedback. 
 
In closing I am delighted to hand over the reins to Mike Redmond for the next 2 years and I 
trust that he will share the friendly commitment and support that you have all extended to me. 
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I would like to take the opportunity of thanking Brian for all his hard work and support whilst 
on the Executive committee, Brian is not standing for re-election and for sure we shall all 
miss his enthusiasm for the MHEA 
 
 
Paul Bancroft 
President, MHEA  
 
 

6.  SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

Introduction 
 
The year has seen some improvements in world trading condition but business is still hard to 
win and completion is fierce. Your association has consolidated its position and strengthened 
its financial position putting us in a good position going forward. It has again been an honour 
for me to hold the position of Secretary of MHEA and I firmly believe the association has a 
great future representing the heavy end of the bulk materials handling industry. 

 
Membership 
 
We currently have a total of 45 members, 41 corporate members, 1 end user and 3 
Individual, a nett gain of 1 corporate member from last year. New members during the year 
included VibraFLOOR UK, Anthony Robertson (Simon Carves Ltd) and most recently 
conveyor manufacturing company 5S Makine Co Ltd based in Turkey. 
 
Finances 
 
I am pleased to report another very successful year for the MHEA, the nett surplus for the 
year being £20,598 retained earnings stand at £103,977 Income from membership has held 
up whilst income from the conference fell due to reduced attendance, in addition book sales 
held up well, other costs have been kept under control.  
 
Association Administration Outsourcing 
 
During the course of this year I consulted with your Executive Committee to seek approval 
for a change in some areas of administration. Due to the increase in all administration tasks 
including the accounting function I requested approval to outsource certain key areas, in all 
cases this has been fully funded through the Secretarial Fee and at no cost to the 
association. I have contracted CJ Association Management to assist in the running of the 
association. With their resource I believe I shall be better able to grow the association and 
offer more tangible benefits of membership. 
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MHEA E-News Letter  

 
MHEA matters will be replaced by an MHEA e-newsletter, this will be a more regular 
publication and will be sent by e-mail, the intention is to have this as a platform not only to 
keep members informed of what is happening in MHEA but also an opportunity to feature 
member companies stories, the aim is to have this also circulated outside of the membership 
and also via media partners 

 
Web Site 

 
The new MHEA Web Site is currently under construction and will be launched end of 2013  
Key benefits include 

 
1. Raise the profile of the association 
2. Promotion of membership benefits 
3. Product search facility 
4. About section to include information about the President / Executive Committee 
5. Knowledge centre including technical information / innovation  
6. Product news 
7. Industry news / Blog (members, end users and guest)  
8. E-newsletter  
9. Responsive design for tablets and iPhone 
10.Forum (advice / ask a question) 
11.E-shop (sale of publications) 

 
 
Bulk2013 
 
Following the success of the previous conference we decided once again to return to Forest 
Pines for Bulk2013. Numbers attending where slightly down on previous years despite 
another strong programme, indicative that the recession is still affecting such events. Once 
again the exhibition proved popular with the same number of companies taking advantage of 
this feature. 
 
Site Visits 
 
The visits planned for this year could not take place due to difficulties with end users in 
organising such events. On the positive side Lafarge at Dunbar and Sapphire Energy 
Recovery have confirmed acceptance for site visits 
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Finally I would like to take the opportunity of thanking President Paul Bancroft who retires as 
President after two successful years for his support during his tenure as President and 
Executive Committee Members for their continued support through the year.  

 
 

Peter H Webster 
Secretary - MHEA 

 
 
7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

7.1 President 
 

   The Secretary stated that the only candidate eligible for re-election to the office of 
President of the Association was Mike Redmond (Bosch Rexroth)    

 
   Proposed by Paul Bancroft (Joy Global), Seconded by Michael Kaye (Flexco Ltd) 

following a unanimous vote from those present the Secretary declared Mike 
Redmond to be elected as President of MHEA for a period of one year.   

        
7.2  Vice President 

 
   The Secretary stated that there was only one nomination for the position of Vice 

President of the Association and that was Michael Kaye (Flexco Ltd)  
 Proposed by David Patterson (Hosch GB Ltd), Seconded by Paul Bancroft (Joy 
Global), Michael Kaye was unanimously elected as Vice President of MHEA for a 
period of one year.   

  
7.3  Past President 

 
   The Secretary stated that the only candidate eligible for election to the office of 

Past President of the Association was Paul Bancroft (Joy Global), Proposed by 
Brian Mackenzie (Materials Handling Products Ltd) and Seconded by Linda White 
(Fairport Engineering Ltd) Paul Bancroft was unanimously elected as Past 
President of MHEA for a period of one year.    

 
 7.4 Ordinary Member of the Executive Committee  
 
   To elect Linda White (Fairport Engineering) for a period of two years; Proposed by 

Mike Redmond (Bosch Rexroth), Seconded by David Patterson (Hosch GB Ltd)  
Linda White was unanimously elected as an ordinary Executive Committee 
member to serve for a period of two years. 

 
 7.5 Vacant Position on the Executive Committee 
 
   Due to the late nomination of Micheal Kaye as Vice President no nominations had 

been received for the position left by Brian Mackenzie. Following a discussion 
Brian agreed to stand for the vacant position, Proposed by Paul Bancroft (Joy 
Global) and Seconded by David Patterson (Hosch GB Ltd) Brian Mackenzie was  
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   unanimously elected as an ordinary Executive Committee member to serve for a 
period of two years.    

 
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
There being no other business the President congratulated Past President Paul Bancroft on 
a very successful two years in office and also thanked the Executive Committee for electing 
him and finally thanked Secretary for his work in getting the association into a strong financial 
position on which the future can be built on. 
 
The President thanked those who attended and declared the meeting closed at 4.15pm 
 


